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 BIBLE STUDY 
 

INTRODUCTION: Believers, like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of God’s Word (1 Pt 2.2). However, as Zuck states, “seeing 
the words on a page of the Bible does not necessarily mean that the reader catches their meaning.” Hermeneutics is a term transliterated from the Greek which means to translate, explain, or interpret. In Luke 24.27, Jesus uses this term to explain the meaning of the Old Testament Scripture. The following are basic principles of interpretation that will help you get at the meaning of the Bible.         
 HOW TO STUDY YOUR BIBLE Read- Prayerfully, repeatedly, thoughtfully read the text. First, pray for a pure heart (1 Pt 2.1-2) and the guidance of a Holy Spirit (1 Cor 2.10-16) to help you properly interpret Scripture in the way God intended.   Second, read the text repeatedly answering the question “What does the text say?”  Ask yourself basic questions: a. Who is involved? b. What happened? c. Where did this take place? d. When did this take place? e. Why did this happen? 

Third, thoughtfully process through what you are reading and identify any of the following: a. Look for key words that, if removed, would leave the passage devoid of meaning b. Note major themes through the repetition of words and phrases  c. Make a list of questions based on your meditations of the text 
Evaluate- Understand the literal, authorial, contextual, and grammatical meaning of the text. First, Fee summarizes the main thrust of interpretation quite succinctly:  “Unique interpretations are usually wrong…the aim of good interpretation is simple: to get at the plain meaning of the text”.  Second, the goal is to discover the authorial intent of the passage and answer the question “What does the text mean to the original recipients”?   Third, there are multiple layers of context to be explored in order to discover the authorial intention:    a. Literary context- read the surrounding text in the chapter, section, and even the book to aid your study b. Historical context- understand the cultural, social, political influences behind the text (Holmon’s Bible Dictionary)  c. Geographical Context- investigate the terrain, city, region, and whether patterns of locations in the text d. Theological Context- use cross-references and tools like “Treasury Scripture Knowledge” to understand your text in the  context of the whole Bible     

Fourth, while the Bible was written in Hebrew and Greek studying the English language keys us into important truths: a. Look up words- using internet based programs you can look up words and see their meaning in the original language (blueletterbible.org). b. Look at syntax- while this can become very complicated, on a basic level pay attention to the words “but”, “therefore”, “because”, “in order that” which can help you trace the major flow of the text.   c. Look at commentaries- having a few good commentaries to reference will help in researching your passage and confirming your conclusions (Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Bible Knowledge Commentary). 
Apply - Meditate on what you learned from your study and identify specific commands and principles to follow.  Ask what overall principles of action and thought can be derived from the passage and applied to any cultural situation.  Some questions to ask may be:  a. Are there examples to follow?  b. Are there commands to obey?  c. Are there errors to avoid?  d. Are there sins to forsake? 

 e. Are there promises to claim?  f. Are there new thoughts about God?  g. Are there principles to live by?  
 Pray- Prayer begins and ends the process of Bible Study since we are dependent on God Himself to teach us from His Word.  Martin Luther wrote a book called “A Simple Way to Pray” which gives a basic method of how to pray through biblical principles:   a. Instruction: pray back to God what the Bible has taught you   b. Thanksgiving: give thanks for these words, the goodness of God conveyed through them, and the gospel   c. Confession: humbly and particularly confess to God how you have failed to live up to these truths internally and externally d. Petition: pray for help and strength to apply these truths   Please do not be overwhelmed by this outline.  This was intentioned to show you how much there is to Bible interpretation.  But on a basic level, remember the acronym R.E.A.P.  The main idea is to read the Scripture, think about it’s meaning, and then to prayerfully apply Scripture so you reap spiritual blessing from the treasure of God’s Word.   For further study consider: “Living by the Book” by Hendricks or for more advanced study “Basic Bible Interpretation” by Zuck.   
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BIBLE STUDY TEMPLATE 

READ What does this passage say?  Write out the text.  Read the text out loud slowly in different translations.  Try to memorize portions or all of the text for meditating on during the day. 
 

EVALUATE What does this passage mean?  Think through the meaning of words and phrases to pick up the flow of the passage.  Write out the interpretation of the text.  What would this text mean to the original recipients? 
 

APPLY What does this passage mean in my life?  How do the principles I learn from this passage change my motivations, attitudes, thought patterns, and living?  Write down specific things you are going to do to apply this passage to your life. 
 

PRAY Write out a personal prayer which includes the confession of sin, a rehearsal of the gospel and the grace God has extended to you through Christ, and ask God to accomplish in your life what the passage teaches. 
 

 
BIBLE STUDY TEMPLATE (1 TIMOTHY 3.16-17) 

TEACHING  What is the commandment or principle?  

REPROOF How have I failed to live by it?  

CORRECTION What do I need to do?  

TRAINING IN RIGHTEOUSNESS What is my specific plan – how will I do it?  

 


